


 

  

accessible by other means. This exemption is absolute and therefore not subject to a public 

interest test. 
 

In relation to the communication between the NHS Information Centre and the Home Office at 

the time the information was sent please find attached a copy of an email sent on the 26th 
November 2008.  In addition the following footnotes were attached to the data: 

 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Copyright The data supplied is covered by copyright. 

 



 

  

 

 
Assessing growth through time 

 HES figures are available from 1989-90 onwards. During the years that these records 

have been collected by the NHS there have been ongoing improvements in quality and 
coverage. These improvements in information submitted by the NHS have been 

particularly marked in the earlier years and need to be borne in mind when analysing time 

series. 
Some of the increase in figures for later years (particularly 2006-07 onwards) may be due 

to the improvement in the coverage of independent sector activity. 

Changes in NHS practice also need to be borne in mind when analysing time series. For 

example, a number of procedures may now be undertaken in outpatient settings and may 



 

  

 

I will assume that your request to the organisation is now closed. 
 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Julie Shippen 

Higher Information Governance Officer 
 

 


